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Thank you for an opportunity to make a submission on the Cycling Strategy. Hutt Cycle Aware is 
a new group that started in September made up of cyclists from a range of backgrounds and 
interests to advocate an improvement to cycling facilities in the Hutt.

CAW is the cycling advocacy group for the Wellington region, with a particular focus on the 
bicycle as a means of transport and recreation. We have representatives on the Wellington 
Regional Cycle forum and Wellington Regional Land Transport committee. We have worked with 
Hutt City on a number of events in the past, such as Road Safety Week displays and campaigns, 
Bike to Work Days, Safe Cycling training in schools, and Dr Bike Cycle Safety Checks.

Comments on Notice of Requirement for the Alteration to an Existing Designation

The crossing across State Highway 2 into Cornish Street is at present a dangerous for 
pedestrians, cyclists and cars a like. From personal experience of members accessing Cornish 
Street and hence the Belmont Regional Park by this route is avoided and other routes sort.

The construction of the Dowse to Petone will produce a higher speed motorway environment that 
will be an even more unsafe and inaccessible environment for cyclists and pedestrians.

CAW therefore agrees that the previously proposed pedestrian refuge is not safe and should be 
deleted. We do however strongly object to the removal of this refuge without any mitigation 
measures being taken to provide access for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Its is not only is the removal of the refuge but also but the installation of a concrete medium 
barrier that creates a motorway environment only suitable for motor vehicles and therefore 
excluding all others principally cyclists and pedestrians. This motorway environment therefore 
becomes a barrier creating a division between Petone and the other flat areas of the Hutt and the 
Western Hutt Hills. This also creates a division in the historical links between Petone and 
Korokoro.

Access to Cornish Street provides important access to the Belmont Regional Park. It is the best 
access in the Hutt for people arriving on foot or by bike. It is close Petone Railway Station that 
can deliver people by public transport. It is one of the few access points that are not at the top of 
the hill.

The diagram on the next page taken from is from Transit’s Dowse to Petone Interchange website 
seems to highlight the disconnection in the pedestrian and hence cycling links from one site to the 
other of SH2.



The KIA or the Hutt City Council Rail Overbridge as it is variously described in the report has 
great potential in providing a good cycling and walking network for the Hutt Valley. It may be 
shown on local and regional council cycle network maps but in reality it is poorly connected to 
infrastructure for cyclists. The cycle networks are schematic ideas that have not been 
implemented on the ground.

This could be easily changed as has been identified in discussions between CAW and the Hutt 
City Council’s consultants working on the Cycling Strategy Implementation Plan. The bridge or its 
replacement would be important for providing better access for cyclists to Wellington along the 
much hoped for improvements to the cycle path between Howokiwi and Petone. An extension 
across SH2 would also improve this cycle access to Wellington as well as providing safe access 
to Cornish Street and the Belmont Regional Park.

The survey used to justify the bridge being required is limited by being a small sample that does 
not include evening use when recreational is higher. There is no attempt to coordinate with others 
and look at the bigger picture to see how this area may be affected by other projects. Most public 
bodies have produced documents stating that cycling and walking are to be encouraged. By not 
providing access cycling and walking are discouraged. Just showing that present usage is low is 
not justification enough. The report does not recognise that we need to encourage cycling and 
walking and that there is great potential. In fact considering the poor connections to the bridge I 
was surprised by usage is as high as it is.

We do not understand nor is any justification given for a clip on option to the Petone Overbridge 
not being suitable for pedestrians. Nor do we understand why the cost is too much. It is a small 
percentage of the cost of the whole development. Other options are a considerable detour. The 
new park and ride bridge is noted as an option is noted to only provide cycle access but does not 
note pedestrian access. The bridge at the Railway Station is some distance again.



A need was recognised with the original consent to provide access but only a token solution 
given. We agree that this token measure is dangerous and should be deleted. We do not agree 
that there has been an adequate attempt to mitigate the effects of this lost of access.
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